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CORRESPONDENCE

Letter to  the  Editor regarding:
‘‘Pre- and post-analytical
guidelines for  the  microscopic
diagnosis  of melanoma:
recommendations from the
Brazilian Society of Pathology’’
--- Reply�

Dear  Editor,

We  read  with  great  interest  the letter  from  Dr.  Cunha
regarding  our  recently  published  guideline.1 Both  the Col-
lege  of  American  Pathologists2 and  the NCCN3 strongly
discourage  the  use  of  frozen  sections  for  most  melanocytic
lesions  when  standard  clinical  margins  can  be  achieved
without  significant  limitations.  They  emphasize  that  accu-
rate  melanoma  diagnosis  continues  to rely  on  Hematoxylin
and  Eosin  (H&E)  sections  from  formalin-fixed,  paraffin-
embedded  tissue,  supplemented,  when  appropriate,  by
immunohistochemistry,2---4 since  melanoma  represents  a
heterogeneous  group  of tumors  with  multiple  histologic  sub-
types  and  distinct  biological  behaviors.4

The  recommended  peripheral  surgical  margins  and  meth-
ods  for  their  assessment  in  head  and  neck  melanoma  and
lentigo  maligna  remain  subjects  of  considerable  debate.
This  uncertainty  largely  reflects  the lack  of  consistent,  well-
designed  prospective  studies  addressing  the management  of
these  challenging  lesions.  A  recent critical  review  identified
a  very  high  risk  of  bias  (97.9%)  among  studies  evaluating
Mohs  Micrographic  Surgery  (MMS)  for melanoma.5

Although  robust  validation  for  the  use  of  MMS in
melanocytic  lesions  is still  lacking,  recent  advances  in this
field  deserve  recognition.  According  to  the latest  NCCN
guidelines  for  cutaneous  melanoma,  MMS  ---  or  other  tech-
niques  that  enable  comprehensive  margin  assessment  ---  may
provide  equivalent  or  even  superior  local  control  for  certain
pT1a  melanomas  in selected  sites,  particularly  on  the  face,
ears,  and  acral  areas.3 It  is  essential,  however,  that  potential
candidates  be  carefully  selected  and  thoroughly  counseled.

� Study conducted at  the Brazilian Society of Pathology, São Paulo,
SP, Brazil.

The  successful  use  of  these techniques,  which apply  only to
a  small  subset  of  melanoma  patients,  requires  a well-trained
and  experienced  multidisciplinary  team.  It is  important  to
highlight  that,  considering  melanomas  arising  in skin  with
extensive  cumulative  sun  damage,  histopathologic  interpre-
tation  can  be  especially  challenging.  This  difficulty  arises
from  actinic  melanocytic  alterations  and  ill-defined  tumor
margins  with  ‘‘skip’’  areas4 ---  factors  that  may  be further
compounded  by  technically  suboptimal  slides.

Finally,  as  also  acknowledged  by  the NCCN,3 no  prospec-
tive  comparative  studies  have  yet  evaluated  the  different
excision  methods  for  melanoma.  This  gap  leaves  the topic
open  for  continued  scientific  discussion.  Future  prospective,
independent,  and well-designed  studies  are  needed  to  clar-
ify the  potential  role  of  MMS  and  other  surgical  techniques
in  the management  of melanocytic  lesions.
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