
LETTER  - CLINICAL

Figure  2  (A)  Low  power  view  of  a  biopsy  specimen  from  the  wrist  shows  irregular  acanthosis  and  full-thickness  dysplasia  of  the

epidermis without  infiltration  of  atypical  cells  into  the  dermis.  (Hematoxylin  &  eosin,  ×100).  (B)  Higher  magnification  shows  the

epidermis with  hyperchromatic  nuclei,  atypia,  and  numerous  mitoses.  (Hematoxylin  & eosin,  ×200).
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Acral reed nevus with parallel
ridge  pattern: an  exception
to  the rule of malignancy�

Dear  Editor,

Reed  nevi  (RNs)  are  almost  exclusively  junctional  neoplasms
distinguished  as  a variant  of  Spitz  nevus  (SN)  by  their  signifi-
cant  melanogenesis  and  growth  pattern.  Acral  presentation
of SN  is  rare and has  specific  clinical  and  histopathological
features.1 Nonetheless,  dermoscopic  findings  of  SN  and its
variants  on  the acral skin  are poorly  documented.2 Herein
we  describe  a case  of  RN on  the  volar  skin  of  a finger  in
which  parallel  ridge  pattern  was  observed  by  dermoscopic
examination.

� Study conducted at the Department of  Dermatology, Arnau de
Vilanova University Hospital, Lleida, Spain.

A  9-year-old  boy  presented  with  an  asymptomatic  pig-
mented  lesion  on his  right  hand.  He  had  detected  the  lesion
8 months  previously  and had  enlarged  gradually.  He  had
no  personal  or  family history  of  malignant  tumors.  Physical
examination  revealed  an  asymmetrical  dark  brown  mac-
ule,  13×3 mm  in size,  located  on  the volar  region  of the
second  right  finger.  The  lesion  exhibited  an  atypical  linear
morphology  similar  to  a crescent  moon  (Fig.  1A).  Dermo-
scopic  findings  showed  a  brownish  parallel  ridge  pattern  with
some  streaks  at the  periphery  (Fig.  1B).  A complete  surgical
excision  was  done  to  rule out  malignancy.  Histological  exam-
ination  revealed  several  small  nests,  vertically  oriented,
composed  of  heavily  pigmented  spindled  melanocytes  along
the  dermo-epidermal  junction  (Fig.  1C---D).  No melanocytes
were  seen  in the dermis.  A  diagnosis  by  an RN was  done.

Acral  SNs  understood  by  those  located  on soles,  palms
and  fingers  are infrequent,  being  reported  to  comprise  less
than  2% of  all  SNs.1 They  are  more  common  in young  female
adults,  more  frequently  located  on  the feet,  and larger than
acral  melanocytic  nevi.1 Acral  RN or  ‘‘pigmented  spindle-
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Figure  1  Reed  nevus  on  the  finger  (A)  Clinical  features  of  the  lesion.  (B)  Dermoscopic  findings  show  a  parallel  ridge  pattern  with

some peripheral  streaks.  (C)  Histopathological  findings  were  tumor  cell  nests  scattered  within  the  epidermis  (Hematoxylin  & eosin,

×100). (D)  Junctional  nests  were  composed  of  heavily  pigmented  spindle-shaped  melanocytes,  vertically  oriented  (Hematoxylin  &

eosin, ×200).

cell  nevus’’  is  the most common  variant  of  SN  that  typically
presents  as  a heavily  pigmented  lesion.1 Given  the  over-
lapping  clinicopathologic  features  with  malignancy,  their
clinical  diagnosis  is  often  of an atypical  nevus  or  a  malignant
melanoma.1,2 Dermoscopic  examination  is  useful  in differ-
entiating  RN  and  acral lentiginous  malignant  melanoma.2

Dermoscopic  patterns  most  commonly  associated  with  SN
are  starburst  and globular  patterns.2 However,  a  character-
istic  pattern  upon  dermoscopic  examination  of SN  localized
on  the  glabrous  skin has  not  been  described.2,3 A review
of  the  literature  revealed  only  nine  cases  of acral SN  and
its  variants  with  the dermoscopic  examination.4 A  parallel
furrow  pattern  with  peripheral  dots, streaks,  and  projec-
tions  and  a starburst  pattern  has  been  reported  in four
and  three  cases,  respectively.4 A crista-dotted  pattern  was
described  in one  case  of  SN on  the  palm.3 Only  Jurakić

et al.  in 2018  reported  a young  female  with  a rapidly  grow-
ing  plantar  pigmented  SN  that  had a  dermoscopic  parallel
ridge  pattern  with  few peripheral  globules,  similar  to  our
case.5

In  conclusion,  we  report  a  case  of an  acral RN show-
ing  a parallel  ridge  pattern  on  dermoscopy,  an exception
to  the  rule  of  malignancy.  The  present  report  aims  to
highlight  that,  although  such a pattern  is  highly  sugges-
tive  of  melanoma,  it can  also  be seen  in a proportion
of  acral SNs  localized  on  the glabrous  skin. However,
an  SN  with  asymmetry  and/or  atypical  dermoscopic  pat-
tern  is  impossible  to differentiate  from  melanoma  and,
thereby,  must  be  excised  irrespective  of  age  or  clinical
morphology.
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Bilateral giant Becker’s nevus�

Dear Editor,

A  13-year-old  boy  presented  with  a  6-year  history  of  multiple
asymptomatic  brown  macules  affecting  the  chest  and  scapu-
lar  regions  bilaterally.  The  pigmentation  gradually  darkened
and  progressively  involved  the  neck,  right  forearm,  both
shoulders,  upper  arms,  and axillae  (Figs.  1 and  2).  Increased
hairs  were  observed  on  the lesions  .  No  other  accompa-

� Study conducted at the Department of Dermatovenereology,
Chengdu Second People’s Hospital, Chengdu, Sichuan, China.

nied abnormality  of  the skin  or  musculoskeletal  system
was  found.  Familial  and  medical  histories  were  unremark-
able.  Laboratory  investigations  including  complete  blood
cell  count,  liver,  and  renal  function  were  all  normal.  Radio-
graphy  of the chest,  spine  and  upper  extremities  also
showed  no  abnormality.  The  histopathological  examination
revealed  slight  hyperkeratosis,  with  acanthosis,  elongation,
and  fusion  of the epidermal  ridges  and  hyperpigmentation
of  the  basal  layer  (Fig.  3).  These  features  were  suggestive
of  Becker’s  nevus.

Becker’s  nevus  is  a  type  of epidermal  nevus,  characte-
rized  by a single  hyperpigmented  patch  with  or  without
hypertrichosis,  and  predominantly  involves  the unilateral
upper  trunk,  scapular  region,  or  upper  arm  unilaterally,  the
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