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alent  alterations,  that  is, symptoms  immediately  after  the
procedure,  cataracts  in  the  shape  of  spicules  and difficult-
to-control  glaucoma.  It is  noteworthy  that  the  patient  had
already  undergone  the  same  procedure  before,  with  an  older
device,  without  complications.

Due  to  these  significant  adverse  effects,  the  Brazilian
Society  of  Glaucoma  sent  a  letter  in  November  2019  to
the  Brazilian  Society  of  Dermatology,  issuing  the necessary
warning  and highlighting  the peculiar  finding  of  a ‘‘spiky’’
cataract.  It  is  important  to  emphasize  that  ophthalmolog-
ical  complaints  after  dermatological  procedures  should  be
evaluated  by  an ophthalmologist.4,5

The  authors  consider  this communication  to  be oppor-
tune  because  it serves  as  a  warning  to  colleagues,  who  must
be  very  attentive  to  the use  of  new  technologies.  In the
present  case,  specifically,  the  possible  severe  ophthalmo-
logical  complications  related  to  the  use  of  MU.5
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Proliferating trichilemmal
tumor�

Dear  Editor,

Proliferating  trichilemmal  tumor  (PTT)  is  a rare  adnexal
neoplasm1,2 derived  from  the outer  sheath  of the hair folli-
cle  and  may  originate  from  a pre-existing  pilar/trichilemmal
cyst  as a  result  of  trauma  and/or  inflammation  in  the
latter.1,3 It  was  first  reported  in  1966  by  Wilson  Jones2,4,5 and
it  is  benign  in most  cases3,4 but  eventually  it can  be  malig-
nant,  recur  locally,  invade  adjacent  tissues  and  cause  distant
metastases.1,3---5 It  often  presents  as  a solitary,  soft  nodular
lesion,  measuring  1  to  10  cm  in diameter,  on  the scalp  of
elderly  women.1,3 and  may  be  associated  with  an area  of
alopecia.  More  rarely,  it can affect  other  topographies  such

� Study conducted at the Private Practice, Porto Alegre, RS, Brazil.

as  the neck,  trunk,  groin,  mons  pubis,  vulva,  gluteal  region,
and  skull  base.1,3

This  report  describes  the  case  of a  52-year-old  male
patient,  with  no  comorbidities,  who  sought  medical  care
complaining  of  a lesion  on  the scalp,  with  discomfort  on
palpation,  that  had  been  growing  for  about  a year.  He  had  a
personal  history  of scalp  cyst  removal  years  before.  On clin-
ical examination,  a  tumor-like,  erythematous  lesion  with  a
pedunculated  structure  in  the  center,  measuring  approxi-
mately  3  cm  in its  largest  diameter,  was  observed  in  the
parieto-occipital  region  (Fig.  1).  The  main  hypothesis  was
trichilemmal  cyst  with  atypical  clinical  presentation  and,
for  this  reason,  an incisional  spindle  biopsy  was  performed,
measuring  about 2 cm  in its largest  diameter  for  anato-
mopathological  analysis.  Histopathology  showed  a  dermal
tumor,  with  no  connection  with  the epidermis,  consisting  of
an  expansive  lobular  proliferation  of  squamous  cells  with
ample  eosinophilic  cytoplasm  and abrupt  keratinization,
without  the formation  of a granular  layer  - trichilemmal-
type  keratinization  ---  in the central  portion  of  the  lobes
(Fig.  2).  Some  of  these cells  had  atypical  nuclei,  but  no
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Figure  1 Tumor  in the parieto-occipital  region

mitosis  (Fig.  3),  findings  consistent  with  a proliferating
trichilemmal  tumor.  The  patient  was  referred  for  complete
excision  of  the  lesion  and  showed  good  evolution,  with  no
signs  of  recurrence  to  date.

The  anatomopathological  analysis  is  crucial  for  the diag-
nosis  of PTT,  because  clinically,  as  in the  case  reported
herein,  it  can  be  mistaken  for  a trichilemmal  cyst,  or
other  adnexal  tumors.1 What  histopathologically  charac-
terizes  this  tumor  is  the proliferation  of  squamous  cells
with  trichilemmal  keratinization  (defined  by  the  abrupt
transition  from  nucleated  to  anucleated  epithelial  cells,
with  the  absence  of  a granular  layer)  and varying  degrees
of  atypia.1---3 The  presence  of  poorly-defined  borders,
high-grade  atypia,  aneuploidy,  necrosis,  cellular  pleomor-
phism  and  atypical  mitoses  are related  to  malignancy
(malignant  proliferating  trichilemmal  tumor)  and, in  this

Figure  3  Squamous  cells  with  atypical  nuclei,  but  without

mitosis. Towards  the  central  part of  the  tumor  island  there  is

abrupt  keratinization  of  the  trichilemmal  type  (Hematoxylin  &

eosin,  ×400)

case,  distant  metastases  may  rarely  appear,  even  years
after  the  excision  of the  primary  tumor.1,3,5 Immunohis-
tochemistry  can be used  to  help  in the detection  of
malignancy.1,2

Figure  2  (A and  B)  Proliferation  of  lobular  squamous  tumor  islands  in  the  dermis,  without  connection  with  the epidermis.  There

is trichilemmal-type  keratinization,  consisting  of compact  and eosinophilic  keratin  in the  center,  in two  distinct  areas  (Hematoxylin

& eosin,  ×40)
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Treatment  consists  of  surgical  excision,  with  mar-
gins  ranging  from  1  cm  to large  resections,  depending
on the  histopathology  of  the tumor.1,3 Radiotherapy  and
chemotherapy  have  been  described  as  alternative  or  adju-
vant  treatments.1,3 To  reduce  the  risk  of  recurrence,  the
evaluation  of  the margins  with  Mohs  micrographic  surgery  is
the  procedure  of  choice,1,3,4 as  well  as  the close  follow-up
of  these  patients.1,3
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Recurrence of psoriasis on the
resolution sites left  with
lentiginous pigmented patches
after  TNF inhibitor therapy�

Dear  Editor,

To  date,  several  cases of  multiple  lentigines  in resolved  pso-
riasis  lesions  have  been  reported.  Herein,  we  describe  a rare
case  of  psoriasis  that  resolved  leaving  multiple  small lentig-
inous  patches  in the  lesions  after  successful  treatment  with
a  Tumor  Necrosis  Factor  (TNF)  inhibitor.  Moreover,  a recur-
rence  of  psoriasis  was  observed  in  the  pigmentary  patches.

A 55-year-old  male  was  diagnosed  with  psoriasis  vul-
garis  6  years  previously  and  had  been  treated  with  topical
corticosteroid  ointment.  Joint  pain  appeared  on the bilat-
eral  fingers,  wrists,  and  ankles  3 years  previously,  and  he

� Study conducted at the Fukushima Medical University,
Fukushima, Japan.

received  systemic  therapy with  adalimumab  (subcutaneous
injection  of  80  mg,  and  40  mg  thereafter  every  other  week).
Both  cutaneous  and  joint  manifestations  responded  well
to  adalimumab.  Psoriasis  Activity  and  Severity  Index  (PASI)
score  was  reduced  from  6.0 to  0 (PASI  clear),  and  also,
he was  relieved  from  joint pain.  After  the  complete  dis-
appearance  of  psoriasis,  pigmentation  emerged.  However,
during  maintenance  therapy  with  adalimumab,  cutaneous
psoriasis  relapsed  7 months  later,  but  without  recurrence  of
joint  pain.  Physical  examination  showed  multiple  brownish
plaques  on  the lower  extremities.  A few  psoriatic  plaques
were  observed  in some,  but  not all,  of  the  resolved  lesions
(Fig.  1A---C). In one  of the lesions,  psoriatic  lesions  appeared
within  the pigmented  macule  and  spread  beyond  the pig-
mented  macule  (Fig.  1C).

There  are  several  cases  of  psoriatic  plaques  that  were
treated  with  biologics  such as  TNF  inhibitors,  Interleukin-
17  (IL-17)  inhibitors,  IL-12/23  inhibitors,  T-cell  inhibitors,
and  phosphodiesterase  4 inhibitors,  and left lentiginous
lesions  in the  resolved  area.1---4 Previous  studies  have  shown
that  inflammatory  cytokines  such  as  TNF-� and  IL-17  can
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